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Every year on the 1st and 2nd of November the day of the dead or “ El dia de los muertos “ 
is celebrated in Mexico. Some civilizations have created many rituals to honor the dead. Indigenous 
Mexican people considered this day as an important ritual to their life. Traditionally Mexican 
families honor a loved family member; they make an altar, prepare special foods and go to a small 
celebration in the city center; where people dress up with their traditional costumes but their faces 
painted as dead souls.  
 
The altar 
 

The altars are usually prepared a week or two weeks before the actual celebration. Altars 
are placed either at houses or in public places; altars are tables, which are placed in order to honor 
the member of the family. On top of the altar there is framed photo of the dead member; on the 
sides the special flower called cempasuchil an orange flower grown specially for this day, There are 
also lots of traditional foods placed on the table such as el pan de muertos, sugared skulls, alcoholic 
drinks, candles, several fruits and some religious items.  Families also prepare the foods and collect 
items the dead member liked. From what I have seen Mexican families spend a lot of money on this 
day in order for the Ofredas as they call them to look the best.  
 

Altars are not only placed at homes but in public places as well, they can be placed in 
schools, in the city center, museums, cemeteries, or national sculptures.  Children also help while 
preparing the altar they usually draw skulls, bake the bread of the dead and even draw pictures of 
the dead member. 
 

From what I have seen throughout the three years living in Mexico, some of my neighbors 
had been preparing their altars three to four weeks early. Many families think preparing altars early 
shows their love to the dead ones. 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

This	  picture	  was	  taken	  in	  2009,	  
the	  Greegates	  school	  of	  Mexico,	  
they	  take	  up	  the	  space	  of	  the	  
whole	  bleachers	  and	  fill	  them	  up	  
with	  ofrendas	  and	  religious	  
items.	  It	  stays	  built	  for	  the	  1st	  and	  
2nd	  of	  November.	  	  



 
At the cemetery 
 

 On the 1st of November in some regions of Mexico most Mexican families, go to the 
cemetery where the member they want to remembrance is buried. They go carrying with them, 
rakes, flowers, candles blankest and a picnic. When they arrive to the graveyard they use the tools 
to clean the grave. The whole family gathers around, and prepares a small altar in the grave; they 
then enjoy their picnic that same afternoon. Most families spend the whole night of 1st of 
November at the graveyard accompanying the dead soul.  

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
The celebration  
 

In some cities of Mexico a small parade is held in the city center. Women and men dress up 
wearing their typical Mexican dresses and paint their faces as dead souls. People in the streets, 
stand by sidewalk selling pan de muerto and hot chocolate.  Mariachis also sing in, and some 
dances take place. All schools in Mexico celebrate this ritual; some prefer celebrating this day 
instead of Halloween. But usually international schools celebrate both. They have a small 
celebration similar to Halloween, but they come dressed as dead souls. The biggest celebration 
takes place in Mexico City or the capitol, professionals dress up as souls and indigenous people 
make a special dance taken place in el Zocalo, the old city of Mexico.  
 

In Michoacán in lake patzcuaro boats are decorated with candles and drawings and are 
exhibited at night, people get on the boats and as a tradition people row to islands where big altars 
have been built.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In	  this	  picture	  the	  small	  altars	  
prepared	  in	  every	  grave	  are	  
showed.	  This	  picture	  in	  Mexico	  
City,	  it	  is	  more	  common	  to	  
prepare	  a	  altar	  on	  the	  grave	  than	  
at	  home.	  	  

Here indigenous people preform a special dance 
including, traditional music, their costumes and 
special essences.  
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